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Don’s First Rock from Space
Campo del Cielo Meteorite

Because they come from out of this world, and they need 1o
traverse our atmosphere, meteorites are one of the rarest rocks on
earth. Most rocks from space never complete this journey; they
burn or break up to dust before reaching the surface of the earth.

Don’s Campo del Cielo Meteorite was dug up in Argentina in
2006. Campo del Cielo means field of the heavens.

Discovered by Westerners in 1576, Campo meteorites are from
one of the world’s oldest documented meteorite finds.
Approximately 5,000 years ago a very large meteoroid entered the
earth’s atmosphere over South America. This large rock from space
broke up into thousands of pieces, many of which made it to the
surface, The largest piece of Campo del Cielo is 37 tons and remains
in Argentina, Another very large piece, 15 tons, is now at the British
Museum in London.

Campo Meteorite approximate composition: 92% iron, 7% nickel,
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Field Trip Report
Paul Bunyan Agate
Memorial Day Weekend

by Jay Valle

Thispopular collecting Spot isagreet placeto camp
and the collecting isalways good. 11 rockhounds
representing 3 clubs braved the heat and came out
on the Paul Bunyan Agate field trip. The weather
actually cooperated abit and the high temperature
recorded at the camp sitewasabout 92°F whichis
not bad for andmogt-summer fieldtriptotheMojave
Desert.

Let metell you about themine. Someone, sometime
way back when, went up with dynamite and a
backhoeand cut a40foot gash at an angle 3/4 of the
way up theside of asmall mountain. Weknow they
werefollowing aseam of agate-bearing pink rhyolite
becausethe seamisdtill there, mostly buried beneath
afew tonsof debrisbut still exposed at thetop and
bottom ends. The agate you can see in that seam
looks pretty good. In any case, the material taken
fromthe prospect wassmply dumped over theside,
cregting thelargetailing pilewhichisthemain source
of the agate collected here.

Generally speaking, the easy collectingisdonein
thetailings. Climb uptothemine, St down anywhere
and start digging into the soft dirt. A lot of thenice
red plume agate can befound in float onthe surface
of the tailing pile, but this material is found and
removed frequently sothebest must till beuncovered
withalittledigging and some patience.

Inyearspadt, | have ventured up to the mineand
looked at the seam and told myself, “ One of these
day I’'mgoingtowork intheseam.” Been saying that
for years now. Thistime, though, one of the new
Pasadena Club members, Paul Windling, asked for
toolsand venturedintothe dadh”. Hiseffortsintrigued
and encouraged other * hounderstojoininand soon
agroup of 4-5 of us attacked the exposed seam of
agate-bearing rhyolitewith dedge hammer, chisels
and pry bar. And wewere successful. Therhyolite
host rock contai ned numerous seams of the coveted
agate, along with spectacular pockets of quartz and
calcite crystalssurrounded by fortification agate. It
wasabeautiful thing. All of the participants, and a

few interested onlookersaswell, left with ashare of
finePB agateand crystal.

L ater, thegroup visited the nearby brown and red
maossagate areaand enjoyed the bounteous callecting
there. Therewasaso abrief foray into Mule Canyon
for a gae agate and alessthan successful attempt to
locate some palmroot.
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