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President’s Message

by Don Warthen

We are well into the New Year and it has been a
busy time. Jay has had some great field trips, but it's
to bad not more NOC members are able to attend.
Hope more members can attend in the next trips.
Ofeliaand | have been out only twice this year but
look forward to attending this month.

The show isdevel oping nicely so far. We had thought
about expanding the show a little more this year by
adding two or three more dealers but with the turn
down in the economy we though it may be best to
keep it the same as last year.

It was announced at the January meeting that the
San Bernardino Club that was scheduled to do the
2010 CFMS/AFMS Show in Riverside was going to
cancel out and we were ask if we wanted to do it. We
had a motion on the floor that we investigate the
possibility of taking over the show. A few days later
the San Bernardino Club announced that they were
going ahead with the show. We had ashort discussion
but took no action. About two weeks later the San
Bernardino Club again announced they were pulling
out of the 2010 show. Asaresult several club members
and Civic and City leadersmet to seeif it was possible
to bring the show to La Habra area.

It was stated that we could not do two showsin one
year and it would not be wise to move our show to
Riverside. So the number one item that needs to be
addressed before we can go forward is to find a
location to hold the show. The Community Center is
not large enough (we had 14 dealersin the Community
Center last year and for the Federation show we will
have 40 or more dealers).

After discussions, acommittee was appointed with
Mike Beaumont as chairman, first to locate a place.
Several |ocationswere mention to investigate. We will
need an answer by the middle of the month if we
should continue or not. Also will need everybody to
participate.

<CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 >
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NOC Club Activities

Board Meeting — To be announced
Field Trip— Lavic Siding— Mar. 21-22
Deadline for NOC News — Mar. 17.

Programs

by Mike Beaumont

Speaker:  Our club member Misha Farinech is
presenting the March program on Antarctica.

Refreshments

Thanks to Dave & Fran Swanston, and Frank &
Kim Winn for bringing the goodies to the February
meeting. Don & OfeliaWarthen will bring the good-
ies to the February meeting.

Members in the News

HAPPY BIRTHDAY and have a wonderful day all
of you who were born in March.

Virginia Grafton
Don Rees
Valeria Ruzgys
Rae Smith

Jay Valle

Mary Villaescusa

Your gemstone is Bloodstone or Aquamarine.
Your flower is Daffodil or Jonquil.




Shows and Events

February 27-28, 2009, Northidge CA
Delair Rockhounds

United Methodist Church

9650 ResedaBlvd. (at Superior St.)

Hours: Fri.3p.m.-9:30 p.m., Sat. 10am.-5p.m.

JuliaMarin (818) 886-7190
Emall: jomarin@disextreme.com

March 7-8, 2009 Arcadia, CA
MonroviaRockhounds
LosAngelesArboretum

301 N. BadwinAve.

Hours: 9 - 4:30 both days
JoAnnaRitchey (626) 359-1624
Website: www.moraks.com

March 13,14 & 15Victorville, CA
Victor Valley Gem & Minera Club
Tailgate Show & Fieldtrips

Stoddard WellsRoad, Victorville, CA
Hours9a.m. - 5p.m. daily

Gil Gilbert (760) 868-6900
http:/Aww.vvgmc.org

Mar ch 14-15, 2009 San Marino, CA
Pasadena L apidary Society
SanMarino Masonic Temple

3130 Huntington Drive

Hours: Sat. 10- 6, Sun. 10- 5

Drew Wilson (626) 449-4910

Email: TODREW @shcglobal .net

April 17,18 & 19, 2009 San Jose, CA
SantaClaraValey G& MS/ICFM S
Santa ClaraCounty Fairgrounds

344 Tully Road, San Jose

Hours: Fri. 9-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5
Frank Mullaney (408) 265-1422

E-mall: info@scvgms.org

Webpage: www.scvgms.org

April 18-19 2008, L ancaster, CA

The Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral Society

Lancaster High School

44701 32nd St. W.

Hours: 9 - 5 both days

Vivian Watts (760) 373-1309
Email: vivlee22@yahoo.com
Website: www.geocities.com.av.gem

May 16-17 2009, Yucaipa, CA
YucaipaV dley Gem & Minera Society
YucaipaCommunity Center

4900 Oak Glen Road

Hours: Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10- 4

Bill Jochimsen (909) 795-2540

Emall: webmaster @yvgms@yvgms.org
Weppage: www.yvgms.org

May 30-31 2009, Glendora, CA
GlendoraGem & Mineral Club
859 E. SierraMadre

Hours: Sat. 10- 5, Sun. 10- 4
BonnieBidwell (626) 963-4638
Email:Y bidwd|2@aol.com

June6-7 2009, LaHabra, CA

North Orange County Gem & Minera Society
LaHabraCommunity Center

101W. LaHabraBlvd.

Hours: 9 - 5 both days

Don Warthen (626) 330-8974

Email: warthen@earthlink.net

Website: nocgms.com

October October 17-18 2009, Whittier, CA
Whittier Gem & Minerd Society

Whittier Community Center

7630 Washington Avenue

Hours: Sat. 10-5 both days

Jay Valle: (626) 934-9764

Emall: res19pnb@verizon.net
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Aquamarine Birth Stone
for March

by Ofelia Warthen - Education Chairman
Ref. Wikipedia

Aquamarine(dongwith Bloodstone) istheMarch
Birthstoneand isa so the accepted anniversary gem
for the 19" year of marriage. Aquamarineismined
primarily in Brazil, Nigeriaand Zambia

Water Baby: Created by combining Latin words
for water (aqua) and sea(mare), aguamarine does
indeed resembl e the bottomlessblue of seawater, like
Emerad. It is a variety of beryl (a minera that
crystallized withinlargerocksonthe earth’scrust).
Aquamarinevariesin color fromblue-greentoalight
sky blue, and for generations, those stonescontaining
green are often heat-treated to remove this less
desirablecolor.

PeopleintheMiddleagesthought that aquamarine
could magicdly overcometeeffectsof poison. Ancient
sailorstraveled with aquamarine crystal's, believing
that it would ensure asafe voyage and guarantee a
safereturn; they often dept with stonesunder their
pillow toensuresound deep. They believedthesren's
(mermaid) fish-like lower body was made of
aguamarine.

Thebiggest aquamarineever mined wasfound at
thecity of Marambaia, MinasGerais, Brazil, in 1910.
It weighed over 110 kg, and itsdimensionswere48.5
cmlongand4asGerais, Brazil, in 1910. It weighed
over 110kg, anditsdimensionswere48.5cmlong
and42 cmindiameter.

Composition: AquamarinehasaMohshardness
from7.5t0 8. Thepink variety exhibitsahigh specific
gravity of around 2.8. Refractive indexes range
around 1.57t01.58

Education Committee Report

by Ofelia Warthen - Education Chairman

By thetimeyou read thismessage, our committee
will have completed our first class. We have afull
house attending and members can display their
Pendant Wire Wrap project at our March 10"
mesting.

Our next classison Thursday, March 12" at the
LaHabraCommunity Center from 9:30AM to 12
PM. If you areinterested in learning more about our
Planet Earth, youwant to attend thisclassthat will be
hosted by our member, Mike Beaumont, who holds
a degree in Geology. A small fee of $10 will be
charged whichinclude materials. Spaceislimited.
Pleasesign up at themeeting or call OfdiaWarthen
at 562-946-0828 or e-mail her at
odwarthen@verizon.net.

Another class on Wire Wrap to be held on
Tuesday, March 24, 2009—Thiswill beacontinuation
on basic wirewrapping but will be on acabachon.
Our teacher will be Fran Swwanston coordinated with
Don Eschbach. Again, Spaceislimited, so please
signupright away. Feewill be $20for Membersand
$25 for non-members.

Mark your calendar for April 23— Classto be
announced on our next bulletin, Our host and member
will be Dave Swanston.

Aquamarine
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NOC General Meeting Minutes
La Habra Community Center
February 10, 2009

by Jay Valley, NOC Secretary

Call to Order: President Don Warthen called the
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. followed by the flag
saute.

Call to Order: President Don Warthen called the
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.followed by the flag
saute.

Membership: The meeting was attended by 27
members & 1 guest.

Program: Videos from the NOC library: “Modern
Gold Mining Techniques’

<Break & Drawing>
Announcements: Dues are due.
Committee Reports

Treasurers Report: John Erskine gave the monthly
income and expensereport. He noted that geodeswere
purchased at Quartzsite and that the operating
expenses account was low on funds at the moment.
He asked that if anyone wanted to incur any expenses
that would need reimbursing, they should call him first
to make surethe money isavailable at that time. Once
the rest of our dealer money comes in then we will
back in our normal operating range.

* Proposed Budget: John E. presented the proposed
budget for 2009. John Erskine MADE A MOTION
to accept the proposed budget as written. Richard
Shirer SECONDED THE MOTION. After
discussionthe M OTION wasPASSED unanimously,
none opposed.

By-L aws Committee: |zzy Burnssaid that they were
working onit.

Education: The Workshop Committee consisting of
Ofelia Warthen (Chairperson), Loretta Ogden, Fran
Swanston and Wendi Erskine, has scheduled
workshops, beginning with a wire wrap pendant
project on February 24 at the La Habra Community
Center. Wendi did an article.
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Field Trips: Jay Valle said that Wiley's Well was
happening on February 14 to 16 (maps & directions
areinthebulletin). Contact himif you are going so he
knows when to expect you. Next month’sfield tripis
toLavic Siding.

Federation Report: Loretta Ogden reminded us of
the CFM S Show in San Jose in April.

* |zzy said that the club which had been scheduled to
produce the 2010 CFM S Show had backed out. She
talked about the NOC possibly taking on the CFMS
Show next year. It will be acombined CFMS/AFMS
three day event, with 35-50 dealers. Possiblelocations
were discussed and Mike Beaumont will discuss the
ideawith local organizations at a scheduled meeting
next week. The CFM S Show would be in June 2010
and would replace our regular annual show for that
year. 1zzy then gave a brief summary of what the
CFM S doesfor local clubs.

Fund Raising Committee: Nancy Bird talked about
ayard sale this summer at the Warthen's house.

Programs: Mike Beaumont informed us that Misha
Farinech is presenting next moth’s program.

Social Secretary: Clarence Pool celebration his100th
birthday on February 8.

Librarian Report: Mike Beaumont wantsto convert
our VHS library to DVD.

Refreshments: Kathy Valle said that the meeting
snacks were will be provided by Dave & Fran
Swanston and Kim & Frank Winn. Next month Don
& OfeliaWarthen will be refreshing our meeting.

New Business:

* Nancy Bird informed us that the case in the
Community Center entrance needed to be changed
and proposed that we change it with new displays
about every 2 months.

e Don Warthen passed around sign up sheets and
asked everyone to sign up.

Old Business: None
M eeting adjourned.

Jay Valle, NOC Secretary
February 19, 2009
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Field Trip Report
Wiley’s Well
February 14-16, 2009

by Jay Valle

While many weretoughing it out at home during
last weekend' sstorms across Southern California, a
few die-hards dared the outback of Blythe called
Wiley’'sWell. And | am sorry to say... the weather
was perfect. Sunny, blueskies, very light windsand
daytimetempsinthe 60s- perfect for rock hunting.

TheFebruary field trip was attended by Caroline
& Charlotte (PLS), Rex & ChuieNishimuraand their
delightful kidsJennifer 7, Jared 5, Alyson 3 (PLS),
androokierockhounds Jollen & Richard Sproulswith
their 3kidsAndrew 6, Riley 4, and Wyatt 3 (friends
of Rex & Chuie). Nomembersof theNOC, WGMS,
Palmdaleor the Delver’sClubs madeit.

We spent Saturday digging geodesaround the Straw
Bedsand exploring thecollecting at theinfamouslost
agateclaim. Later, we enjoyed the evening potluck
around a blazing campfire. Finally, Rex & Chuie
rounded off the evening by serving ice cream cones
for dessert.

Sunday we made a foray up to the amygdale
collecting areaabove ChuckwallaSpring. Many fine
agateswerecollected, somewith banding, quartz and
opd centersandfinerich colors(thekidsstarted their
own agate collections). In the afternoon wevisited
the Graham Pass sagenite areaand collected afew
nice nodules containing red and black needlelike
inclusions (sagenite). It wasavery good day.

Everyonebut thefield trip leader | eft for homeon
Sunday afternoon. He stayed and enjoyed onemore
spectacular sunset and relaxing campfire before
heading back on Monday morning. Sorry you missed
it.

Jay Valle

Yard Sale

by Nancy Bird

We are having another yard sale, thistime at the
Warthens in May-the date to be figured out yet.
Soooo-don’t throw anything salableaway. Last time
wesold alot of clothesand lotsof odds & ends but
hardly any rock or plants. And wewill need alot of
help starting real early and ending around 2.

Cases

by Nancy Bird
Do you want to display anything thisyear
at our show? We have space for 22 and i
will need to know if you want a space and
if you have your own case or not. | will be
bringing a sign-up sheet in March or you
can call or email me.

Chrysocolla

viaThe Pegmatite 2/09

Chrysocolla The name was first used by
Theophrastusin 315 B.C. and comesfromthe Greek
chrysosmeaning“gold” and kollameaning“glue’. A
mineral of secondary origin, commonly associated
with other secondary copper minerals, it formsin
rounded masses or bubbly crusts, mats of small
needlesof fibers. Itisbluish greento green, witha
hardnessof 2.5t0 3.5.

(Ref: http:/AMww.mindat.org/min-1040.html)
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How TO Write Good

Wire Wrapping Gemstone Class

By Frank L. Visco via SCRIBE

My severd yearsintheword gamehavelearnt me

svedrules

1. Avoidaliteration. Always.

2. Prepositionsare not wordsto end sentences
with.

3. Avoidclichésliketheplague. (They'reold
hat.)

4. Employ thevernacular.

5. Eschew ampersands& abbreviations, etc.

6. Parentheticd remarks(however relevant) are
unnecessary.

7. Itiswrongtoever splitaninfinitive.

8. Contractionsaren’t necessary.

9. Foreignwordsand phrasesare not apropos.

10. Oneshould never generdize.

11. Eliminatequotations. AsRa ph\Waldo Emerson
oncesaid: “I hate quotations. Tell mewhat you
know.”

12. Comparisonsareashad asclichés.

13. Don’'t beredundant; don’t use morewords
than necessary; it’shighly superfluous.

14. Profanity sucks.

15. Bemoreor lessspecific.

16. Understatement isalwaysbest.

17. Exaggerationisabilliontimesworsethan
understatement.

18. One-word sentences? Eliminate.

19. Andogiesinwriting arelikefesthersona
snake.

20. Thepassivevoiceisto beavoided.

21. Goaroundthebarn at highnoonto avoid
colloquidisms.

22. Evenif amixed metaphor sings, it should be
derailed.

23. Who needsrhetorica questions?

Frank L. Viscoisavice-president and senior
copywriter

at USAdvertising.

Contributed by Ed Mattson

By Ofelia Warthen, Education Committee

In thisWire Wrapping Workshop, wewill focus
upon asimple Wire Wrapping on an Oval Stoneat
thebeginnerslevd. Ingtructorswill beavailable. The
classwill be Tuesday, March 24, 2009 from6t0 9
PM. at the LaHabraCommunity Center located at
101 LaHabraBlvd., LaHabra. Parkingisfree.

Wewill beusing Sterling Silver Wire. The cost of
the class including material is $25.00 for non-
members. Toolswill befurnished, if needed.

Sedtingislimited and reservationsare required by
contacting OfdliaWarthen at odwarthen@verizon.net.
Or 562-946-0828.

All You Want to Know
About Geology

By Ofelia Warthen, Education Committee

A Beginning “101 geology” classisontheway!
Learnthehigtory of theearthanditslifeespecidly as
recordedinrocks. A very interesting short basic study
of theoneand only placewecal home, “earth”!

The class will be sponsored by North Orange
County Gem & Mineral Society with well-known
Geologist, Mike Beaumont, officiating. Theclasswill
be conducted on Thursday, March 12, 2009 from
9:30AM to 12 PM at LaHabraCommunity Center
located at 101 LaHabraBlvd., LaHabra. A small
feeof $10will becharged, includesmaterial.

Seating islimited. Pleasecall for reservation by
contacting OfeliaWarthen at odwarthen@verizon.net
or 562-946-0828.
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Peasebring firewood for thecampfireand prepare

March Field Trip for avariety of weather conditions.

Lavic Siding

March 21-22, 2009 TOOL S: Rock hammer and collecting bag.

by Jay Valle, NOC Field Trip
DIRECTIONS: Take 1-40 east out of Barstow

about 32.3 miles and go off at Hector Road. Turn
right to the stop sign and go left onto Route 66.
Continue about 10 milesto where Rte 66 crosses| -

and brown. Some are mixed color, others 40. DO NOT CROSSTHE FREEWAY . Instead,
haveagate“windows’ withflecksof colorin turnright and follow the signsto camp.
them. Jaspers are abundant on the

campground (1) andinthe surrounding area.
Also, we may visit the nearby abandoned

On March 21-22, we will have afield
tripto Lavic Siding off thel-40. Come and
collect jaspersinred, green, yellow, orange

NOTE: Thoughthisisagresat placeto camp, motels
areavailable40 milesaway in Barstow. If you want

mines and |ook for malachite, azurite, to collect but don’t want to camp, the motel option
chrysocholla, and other South Cady worksfine

Mountainsspecimens. Jay Valle
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February 24, 2009 Workshop

Jay *** Dusty *** Susan Ofdia*** Marilyn

Yolanda*** Fran Kim*** Frank

Bernie*** Mary Don W
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|
Prez Message Continued

Nancy Bird is heading up afund raising committee
to come up with some new ideasto raise money. She
is presently working on ayard sale and someideasto
enhance the auction.

The Education Committee held their first workshop
Feb 24 on making a wire and gem pendent. They
will hold another workshop on March 24™ to do wire
wrap. Also Mikewill begiving aday classon geology
101 on March 12" at the Community Center. Mike
and Dave have classes scheduled through the next
few months. Please see Ofelia for details.

Turquoise Pendant
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CFMS Show 2009

by bulletin Editor

SinceNOCi staking about takingonthe CFMY
AFMS show in 2010, it would be agood ideafor
the show committee to attend the 2009 CFM Sshow
in San Jose.

Suta Claca County agrounds, 34 Tuly Rad S e
April 17, 18 & 19, 2009
Fiidey -5 / Satuday 10-5 / Sunday 10-5

Beads - Gems
-~ Jewelry - Minerals - Fossils
Dealers - Demonstrations
Exhibits and More!

KIDS AREA
SPECIAL PROGRAMS
FOR SCHOOLS & SCQUTS
CHECK OUR WEBSITE,
WWW.SCVZINS.org
FOR MORE INFO

Three day admission $12.00
Adult daily admission $6.00
. Childzen under 12 free
$1.00 off admission with this flyer
e-mail: info@scvgms.org

Phone: 408-265-1422




Editors - Spread the Word

by Trudy Martin, President SCRIBE

This may not be a topic you want to put in your
December newsletter but it might be something you
can file under New Year s Resolutions or use at some
timein the future.

As Public Relations Director and Newsletter Editor, |
get 95% of the phone messages and emails for our
club. It makes sense — direct all the enquiries to one
person who can then pass them on to whomever can
answer the question.

Have you ever received this phone call?

My father was a Rockhound. He passed away last
month. We aretrying to clear the house and there
is all this ROCK we don’t know what to

do with.

OR

My husband was a club member years ago. We
are selling our home and moving into a Seniors
Residence. The movers are coming
TOMORROW! Can you come today and take all
thisrock & stuff?

Well, let metell you, over the years we have become
very adaptable and, since we are both retired, we
can come and go at amoments notice. At times, | wish
we had a TRUCK rather than just two carsto pick up
altheseitems. It would be hel pful if peoplewould think
ahead and notify us, in advance, not just at the last
minute.

We recently went to help the son of a club member.
The dad had passed away. The son was not a
rockhound and had no idea of the value of the rock,
dlices, silver or equipment that was left in the boxes
and binsin hisdad’'s rock room. The mother had been
asilversmith. She had passed away 10 years previous
yet there was still all these tools and silversmithing
equipment. Thedad wasacollector and hadn’t thrown
anything out in 40 years! So, asyou canimagine, there
was a lot to be done. The room had to be cleared as
the house was up FOR SALE.
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Hence the purpose of this artile.

ROCKHOUNDS — YOU CAN'T TAKE IT
WITH YOU!

There is no way, when your number comes up, that
you can take your Rock Collection with you when
you go to your heavenly reward. It hasto stay behind
for your family to dispose of.

What are they going to do? Most of them have no
idea what the rocks are or what they are worth. As
the old saying goes, They will probably throw out
the baby with the bath water! They have no idea
what isgem material and what isleaverite. Itisup
to YOU to make sure your collection is correctly
identified.

PLEASE, put labels or stickers on your rock,
slices, faceting rough, minerals, fossils and
silver.

An uninformed person can't tell the difference
between a piece a sodalite and a piece of lapis. Nor
can they tell the difference between genuine, gem
quality faceting rough and glass. To the novice, slices
of jasper are just that — jasper. They can’t identify
Bruno Jasper, Biggs Jasper, Rainforest Jasper from
the run-of-mill jaspers found in the local gravel pit.
When it comes to Agate — well, that's a horse of a
different color! Some agateis priceless because the
areait wasfoundinisnolonger availablefor hunting.

Minerals and Fossils are another major problem. If
they don’t have alabel or a sticker to identify what
they are and where they are from, the family will be
at a loss to put a value on the specimens. Other
collectors, museumsand dealers, will be hesitant about
purchasing thecollectionif itisnot properly identified.

So, Rockhounds, it is up to you, while you are il
here on earth, to properly identify your rocks,
minerals, fossils, gemstones and jewelry. If specific
piecesareto go to specific relatives or organizations,
write it down. An inventory sheet with approximate
dollar value would be helpful, too. Don’t put it off —
doit now —whileyou are still here.Your family will
thank you when the time comes.
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