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President’s Message

Date: March 14
Time: 7:00 p.m. Main Meeting
Place: La Habra Community Center

101 W. La Habra Blvd.
Program: Our “Wednesday,” March 14 Program
will feature Tony and Sandie Fender speaking on,
“50 Strange & Unusual Things in the Mojave Desert.”
This should be especially interesting as it relates to
where a large majority of our field trips are located.

March Meeting

by Don  Eschbach
NOC Club Activities

Board Meeting — No board meeting in March
Field Trips — Stoddard Wells, March 9-11

           Lavic Siding, Mar 24 - 25
Deadline for NOC News — March 17.
Show Meeting  — To be announced

Hi Everyone,

We had a terrific February meeting with an
outstanding presentation from Dick Flaharty who gave
a slide presentation on Utah coming south from
Wyoming.

Don Ogden gave a brief description of our new
Web Site that he created.  The web site includes a
Welcome Page that tells about our club and activities,
Calendar Page, Field Trips Page, Links Page,
Meetings Page, NOC News Page, Photos Page,
Shows Page and Classes Page.  Don really did an
outstanding job.  The new web site address is:
www.nocgms.com.

The next step related to our web site, is to set up a
NOC Icon link from the La Habra Chamber of
Commerce web site to the NOC web site.

We will plan to put in a permanent NOC display at
the newly redecorated Chamber office to help
promote our club and our future shows.

We have volunteered to sponsor the Thursday,
May 17 La Habra Chamber Breakfast at which time
we will put on a “pre-show” to introduce Chamber
members to our “Jubilee of Gems Show” and
encourage membership into our club.

The Breakfast will be held at the La Habra
Community Center at 7:00 a.m. and we expect 30-
50 people.  Our club will provide breakfast prepared
by Ofelia Warthen, Randi Hitrick, Yolanda Schirer,
and any other volunteers are welcome.  In addition,
we will do a slide presentation and have two display
cases.  I encourage all members of the NOC to attend
this breakfast as it will be a great opportunity to talk
about our June 2 – 3 show as well as introduce
Chamber members to our club and it’s members.

(continued on bottom of next column)

Refreshments

Don & Kathy Eschbach will bring the goodies
for the March meeting. Thanks to Eleanore Pleines
for bringing the goodies to the  February  meeting.

Just a reminder, our next meeting will be held
on Wednesday, March 14.  This is a onetime change
in our regularly scheduled Tuesday meetings that was
necessary due to a scheduling problem at the La
Habra Community Center.

I look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, March
14.
Don Eschbach

(President’s Message continued)

_______________________________
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Shows and Events

March 3-4 2007, Arcadia, CA
Monrovia Rockhounds Inc.
The Arboretums of LA County
301 N. Baldwin  Ave.
Hours: 9 - 4:30 both days
Jo Anna Ritchey
E-mail: j.ritchey@verizon.net
Janie Duncan (626) 358-8151
janieducan@altrionet.com
Web Site: www.moroks.com

March 9 - 10 - 11 2007, Stoddard Wells, CA
Victor Valley Gem & Mineral Club 31st Annual
Tailgate Held off Stoddard Wells Road in Apple Valley
(760) 243-2330
Email: vvgmc@charter.net
Website: /www.fosse.schema-root.org/vvgms/

March 10-11 2007, San Morino, CA
Pasadena Lapidary Society
“The Magic of Crystals”
San Marino Masonic Center
3130 Huntington Drive
Hours: Sat. 10-6 Sun. 10-5
(626) 355-6964 or (626) 914-5030

May 19-20 2007, Yucaipa, CA
Yucaipa Valley  Gem & Mineral Society
Yucaipa Community Center
34900 Oak Glen Road
Hours: Sat. 9-5; Sun. 10-4
Bill Jochimsen Email: bjm2285@aol.com
Webs ite: mysite.verizon.net/YucaipaGem/103.html

June 2-3 2007, La Habra, CA
North Orange County Gem & Mineral Society
Jubilee of Gems Show
La Habra Community Center
101 W. La Habra Blvd.
Hours: 9 - 5 both days
Don Warthen (626) 330-8974
E-mail:  warthen@earthlink.net
Webs ite: www.nocgms.com

June 2-3 2007, Glendora, CA
Glendora Gems
859 E. Sierra Madre
Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4
Bonnie Bidwell (626) 963-4638
E-mail: Ybidwell2@aol.com

June 15, 16, 17,  2007, Lancaster, CA
CFMS Convention and
Palmdale Gem & Mineral Club Show
Antelope Valley Fairgrounds
Hwy. 14, exit Ave. H
Hours: 9-5 daily
John & Susie Martin (661) 916-9479
Web Site: pgms@antelecom.net

August 3-5,  2007, Nipomo, CA
Orcutt Mineral Society
St. Joseph Church
298 S. Thompson Ave.
Wes Lingerfelt (805) 929-3788

Members in the News
HAPPY BIRTHDAY and have a wonderful

day all of you who were born in March.

Virginia Grafton
Ellen Higa
Grace Piccone
Don Rees
Valeria Ruzgys
Rae Smith
JayValle
Mary Villaescusa

Your gemstone is Bloodstone or Aquamarine.
Your flower is Daffodil or Jonquil.

As you might know, U.S. changed the official
beginning date for Daylight Saving Time to
March 11 this year instead of in April. As a
result, everybody needs to update their
computers, either manually or with a patch.
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We will make a greater effort to sell adds for our
show program at $25 and could include TV slide
show in children’s room.

Need to make updated donation letters available
to club members. Need to make donation letter
smaller.  Current letter is to long. Richard made a
suggestion to ask for creative idea’s in the letter to
advertise.

We have set up a NOC Chamber Breakfast for
May 17th to promote our club and show. We will
have several raffle gifts and displays of rocks before
and after cutting and polishing. We will have two or
three cases with jewelry and special collections
possibly from Bill and Izzie. We will show a slide
show presentation.

Must deliver banner to the city by May 4th.  Don
Eschbach and Don Warthen will take care of this.

Richard Shirer will take care of TV advertising with
help from Don Warthen.

Izzie will call the BLM to see if we can get the large
Meteorite to display at our show.

We have 8 dealers that have already sent in their
money.  We will expand one dealer’s space by one
table and charge him an extra $100. We still need to
fill 4 more spaces.

Izzie will call Bural LaRue with the gold panning
people to confirm that they will be at our show. Izzie
suggested that we contact Tony Fender to
demonstrate silversmithing.

Frank Winn will do the rock collecting for the kids
at the show.We need egg cartons.  Preferable the 12
count cartons.

We need someone to sleep over Saturday night. We
need two volunteers

Show Minutes    NOC Board Meeting Min.
February 13, 2007

by  Nancy Bird

The meeting was opened by President Don
Eschbach at 6:00 p.m.

   The first order of business was discussing the
children’s summer workshop.  We decided to do it
in the first week of August and Don Warthen will
contact Dave from the city to set it up.

   The Pearl/Jade workshop will tentatively be held
July 14 on a Saturday. Ofelia Warthen, the
chairperson, will check with Francis Lau to verify the
date.  Richard Schirer has volunteered to be on the
committee.

   Bill and Izzie Burns have volunteered to bring
polished petrified wood to the Chamber of commerce
permanent display.  Don Eschbach put a call out for
anyone else to donate crystals, clocks, etc.

   Loretta Ogden thinks the club should buy a Tagit
tumble that can be checked out.  No decision was
made.

   Show update-JPL called Don Eschbach and said
that they would try to setup a date to meet with Don
Warthen and himself. 

   Don Warthen announced that we will be sponsoring
the May 17th Chamber breakfast at the Community
Center.  We will provide breakfast for 30-50 people. 
This will be a great opportunity to talk about our
show.  Along with breakfast, we will have a couple
of cases of gems & minerals. 

   Don Eschbach announced 3 wire-wrapping classes
to be held March 8, April 5, and May 3.  These will
be on prongs, rings, and earrings.

   Jane Hendricxson was voted by the Board to be
an Honorary Life. Member-this still must be voted
on by the club as a whole.

Friday, January 26,2007
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Who’s Who In the News
by Don Eschbach

This new series of articles is designed to help us
get to know our fellow NOC members better.  I hope
to have either a monthly or by-monthly article on
randomly selected members of the NOC.  Kathy
Eschbach and I did the first interview but, I would
like club members to volunteers to do future
interviews.  Please let me know if you are interested.

Who’s Who In the News
Don Ogden

Interviewed by Don & Kathy Eschbach

Don Ogden is not only a superb NOC News Editor
and an integral part of the NOC club; he also has a
fascinating back ground.

Don was born in New Albany, Indiana in 1931.
Being the oldest of 12 children; i.e., 10 sisters and
one brother, (all still living), he never had to worry
about having a playmate!  He did lots of fishing,
hunting, picking blackberries, collecting coins, and
arrowheads.  He even had a Newspaper Route!

Don’s High School years included playing football
at New Albany High School.

In 1950 – 1954 Don was in the USAF as a  Q-24
Bomb/Navigation system technician on the B-36
Aircraft.  As an in-flight technician, he was on one
flight for 38 hours straight.  During the Korean War,
when he was TDY in North Africa, he observed
people still living in tents with “US” and “British”
insignias written on them.  One time, while flying on
the B-36, two engines caught on fire.  They were
lucky to land.  He remembered that bombs would
get stuck and had to kicked out of the plane.

During 1955 he worked for the Jones Dabney Paint
Company in Louisville Kentucky where he developed
the “paint formula” that was used on 1956 Fords.
Later, that year, he moved to California and has lived
here ever since.

He worked at Douglas Aircraft Company for five
years as a Field Service Representative on the Thor
Missile at Vandenberg Air Force Base.  He also wrote
the Maintenance Manual on the DC-8.

His next job was working for Babcock Electronics
as a Technical Writer.

Following this, he worked at Lockheed Aircraft
Company for 37 years as the Senior Service Engineer
Specialist.  He was involved with the Polaris Missile,
the U2, SR71 Blackbird, Tri Star L1011 (which was
the first plane to land itself) and the F117A (Stealth
Fighter). He set up the Oracle Data Base for the
F117A, and was responsible for input of the database,
which was sent to Sacramento.  In 1990 while at
Lockheed, Don was awarded the “Employee of the
Year.”

Don has four children, Loretta one, and they have
11 grandchildren.  While his children were growing
up, they were involved in the YMCA Indian Guides
where he was the “Nation Chief!”  The children also
participated on Swim Team at the YMCA where he
was chairman of the Christmas Tree Lot as well as
the Fireworks Stand.  Then came “Pop Warner
Football,” which Don coached.  In addition to all this,
Don was also active in doing the newsletter for his
church.

Twelve years ago, Don met the love of his life…
Loretta.  She was sitting behind him with one of his
friends at St. Angela Church in Brea.  His friend
introduced them, and the rest is history!

Don loves to travel to Indiana to visit his family.
His brother-in-law, “Squirrel” and his sister live in a
Log Cabin.

Don is the webmaster and creator of the CFMS
web site. He belongs to the NOC Computer Club
and OC User’s Group.  His plans for the future include
traveling when Loretta retires and he will keep up
with the latest computer programs.

One of his greatest pleasures is being a member of
the North Orange County Gem & Mineral Society.
The field trips, the show, programs, and the people
are great!
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On March 24-25,  we will have a field trip to Lavic
Siding off the I-40. Come and collect jaspers in red,
green, yellow, orange and brown. Some are mixed
color, others have agate “windows” with flecks of
color in them. Jaspers are abundant on the
campground (!) and in the surrounding area. Also,
we may visit the nearby abandoned mines and look
for malachite, azurite, chrysocholla, and other South
Cady Mountains specimens.

March Field Trip
Lavic Siding

March 24-25, 2007

by Jay Valle

Please bring firewood for the campfire and prepare
for a variety of weather conditions.

TOOLS: Rock hammer and collecting bag.

DIRECTIONS: Take I-40 east out of Barstow
about 32.3 miles and go off at Hector Road. Turn
right to the stop sign and go left onto Route 66.
Continue about 10 miles to where Rte 66 crosses
I-40. DO NOT CROSS THE FREEWAY.
Instead, turn right and follow the signs to camp.

NOTE: Though this is a great place to camp, motels
are available 40 miles away in Barstow. If you want
to collect but don’t want to camp, the motel option
works fine.

Stoddard Wells Tailgate
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It has been a couple of years since we last visited
the Gold Rock Ranch area and it is still pretty much
unchanged from the way I remember it. The weather
couldn’t have been better, 80º F during the day and
60º F during the night. We enjoyed potluck on
Saturday and cheery campfires each of the 3 nights
we were there (you know a field trip isn’t complete
without a campfire.)

Members of 3 clubs participated in this outing. Art
& Ginger Ragazzi and Hobo (WGMS) camped in a
large tent, Jay Valle (WGMS/NOC) had a tent trailer,
Don Ogden slept in a 1-man pup tent, Pat Mogan
came with a motorhome and a boat (another story),
Don & Kathy Eschbach and Don & Ofelia Warthen
(NOC) stayed in cabins at Gold Rock Ranch, and
Frank & Francine (PLS) had their motorhome. You
may have noticed a lot of Dons in the group from
North Orange County. They are known as “The Don’s
of NOC” and all 3 came out on the field trip (my
middle name is Don so I am an honorary Don - jv.)

The Indian Pass location is famous for a blue
gemstone named dumortierite, also known as
California Lapis because better pieces look very much
like Afghanistan Lapis Lazuli. We visited several
dumortierite sites and explored a few back roads.
Blue and purple stuff was found by all.

The other regular stop for this location was the
Bluebird Mine for kyanite. Kyanite is a sky-blue
mineral which is relatively soft but can be cut to
produce interesting cabs, bookends, etc. Frank (PLS
club) is an artist who carves 40lb or larger stones to
produce abstract and representational carvings so he
was looking for large, solid chunks. This location
provides boulders in sizes up to several thousand
pounds. Frank finally selected a piece weighing in at
about 100 lbs which we helped put in his SUV.

During the weekend we visited 2 of Mitchell’s
Southern California Gem Trails locations which I had
not tried before. The first was the Midway Wells

geode location. Geodes were found, both on the
surface and by digging in the soft ash. Not having
split any yet, I can’t give you a quality assessment
but some of the broken ones were very nice. Ginger
Ragazzi found a small geode, about 2" across, which
popped open, revealing a rosette of spectacular
quartz crystals ranging about 1/4" to 1/2" long. Digging
geodes is dirty work but lots of fun.

The other new-to-us location which we found and
collected at was the Winterhaven Geode site, also in
Mitchell’s guide book. These nodules appeared to
be sedimentary in nature, some containing druzy
quartz, others with fossils. They were collected here,
as well as sand spikes and sand concretions. Some
agate and jasper was found, though not a lot.

Monday morning we had planned a visit to the Opal
Hill Fire Agate Mine but the forecasted rain arrived
and we hurriedly tore down camp and headed for
home instead.

Well, that about wraps it up. The nights were warm
and we enjoyed crystal clear skies, suitable for star
gazing (Ginger Ragazzi and Pat Mogan had long
discussions about the true location of the little dipper
and several other remembered constellations.) It was
good company around the evening campfires and we
solved many of the world’s problems each night (did
I mention that a campout is just not complete without
a campfire.) I had a good time and I believe my fellow
hounders had fun too.

To paraphrase, the worst day of camping/rock
hounding is better than the best day of work.

Field Trip Report
Gold Rock Ranch/Indian Pass Road

February 17-19, 2007

by Jay Valle
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Don Eschbach called the meeting to order, followed
by the flag salute.

Program: Dick Flaharty presented a program about
“Rocks of Utah.”

<Break>
Eighteen  members and  five guests present
Introduction of guests: Mike Bowman, Janine Arp,

Misha Farinech, Harold Buist, and Dick Flaharty
(speaker).

Door Prize Drawing
No corrections to the November/December

Minutes.
Treasurer’s Report - Don Warthen presented the

proposed 2007 budget. A motion was made and
seconded to accept the budget without changes and
the vote was unanimous to accept the budget.

New NOC Webpage - Don Ogden set up his
laptop and demonstrated the new club webpage. The
web address is http://www.nocgms.com.

Refreshments - Thanks to Eleanore Pleines for the
excellent refreshments brought to the February
meeting.

Refreshments for March: Don & Kathy Eschbach.
Roster Committee - will try to have roster by next

month - inquired how many members would care to
receive the roster by email, saving the club postage
& printing costs.

Bylaws Committee - nothing to report yet.
Federation - Loretta Ogden brought to our

attention a call she received from the Capistrano Gem
Club saying that they wanted to change their club
name to South Orange County Gem and Mineral
Society. They were concerned that we might object
to the name since it is similar to ours, North Orange
County Gem and Mineral Society.

Field Trip - The field trip for February will be to
Gold Rock Ranch on February 17-19, 2007. We
will be camping off Ogilvy Road about 3 miles down
Indian Pass Road. Hotels are available in

NOC General Meeting
La Habra Community Center

February 13, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.

by Jay Valle

Winterhaven, CA and cabins at Gold Rock Ranch
(they go fast) for those who do not wish to camp.
Contact Jay Valle for directions and information if
you plan to go.

Show Report:
- Show Fliers available for pick up
- Raffle tickets will be ready next month
- kids will do kitchen again
- Don Warthen told us about the Chamber of
Commerce breakfast that happens the 3rd Thursday
of every month. He wants the NOC to sponsor the
main meeting. We would provide a slide show and
presentation, and the breakfast which can range from
donuts and coffee to gourmet food. Don W. needs 4
volunteers - 2 to set up display cases and 2 to handle
the food.

Don Warthen told us to look in the display case in
the lobby of the Community Center to see the fossils
displayed by Nancy Bird.

Don Eschbach informed us that we received 2
membership applications at the meeting.

Meeting adjourned.

After having dug to a depth of 1000 meters last
year, Scottish scientists found traces of copper wire
dating back 1000 years and came to the conclusion
that their ancestors already had a telephone network
more than 1000 years ago.

Not to be outdone by the Scots, in the weeks that
followed, English scientist dug to a depth of 2000
meters and shortly after headlines in the UK
newspapers read: ”English archaeologists have found
traces of 2000 year copper wire and have concluded
that their ancestors already had an advanced high-
tech communications network a thousand years
earlier than the Scots.”

One week later, Texas newspapers reported the
following:  “After digging as deep as 5000 meters in
West Texas, Texas A&M scientists have found
absolutely nothing. They have therefore concluded
that 5000 years ago Texas inhabitants were already
using wireless technology.”

Scientific Conclusions!
via the internet



8                                                                                   NOC News - March 2007

By Laws
by Don Warthen

Proposed change to the By Laws
 

ARTICLE V SECTION 4:
 

A. The offices of President, First Vice-
President, Treasurer and two Directors
shall start their terms on odd numbered
years.

 
B. The offices of Second Vice-President,

Secretary and three Directors shall start
their terms on even numbered years.

 
To be change to read:

 
ARTICLE V SECTION 4:

 
The offices of President, 1st Vise President, 2nd Vise
President, Secretary, Treasurer and Five Directors
shall serve for two years to be elected every odd
numbered year.
 

Argument For This Change
This change will eliminate the confusion we had this
last year in determining which offices were up for
election and when one office was vacated the new
person in that office did not know the term of their
office. As an example, at the last meeting we replaced
two open positions, the 2nd VP and the Secretary
and under the present system the new people will
serve a one-year term, under the purposed change
they will serve a full two-year term.
 

Argument Against This Change
When we put the present system in effect the idea
was that we would always have at least one half of
the board that was experienced. With this new
proposal we could end up with all new officers and
board members and no one knowing what to do.
We need to alternate at least some of the offices so
we always have some experienced members on the
board.

by Don Eschbach

Wednesday March 7, 2007  6- 9 p.m.
At the La Habra Community Center

In this wire wrap class you will be learning how to do
a prong setting.  It is normally used when you what to
show off more of the stone that you are Wire
Wrapping.  It is also used predominantly for larger
faceted stones. We will be using 22-gage 14k gold
fill square and 20-gage 14k gold fill half round wire.

Wednesday April 4,  2007 6- 9 p.m.
At the La Habra Community Center

In this class you will be learning how to make a basic
Pearl ring.  This ring is fast and easy to make.  It is
also very beautiful and fun to make.  We will be using
24-gage round 14k gold fill and 22-gage 14k gold
fill square wire.

Thursday May 3, 2007 6- 9 p.m.
At the La Habra Community Center

In this class we will make Egyptian Earrings.  These
earrings are also very beautiful and fun to make.  We
will be using 22-gage 14k gold fill square wire.

Wire Wrapping Class
Schedule 2007, Part 1

Our club operates a Lapidary shop at the Ogden’s
in Diamond Bar. All NOC members may use the shop.

A nominal fee is charged for access. Instructions
are provided. Beginners are provided free materials.

When: Feb.  27 - Mar 6, 13, 20, 27
Where: 20904 Trigger Ln, Diamond Bar
Time: 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Directions: Call Loretta (909) 598-2456
Also: let her know that you are coming

Lapidary Class Schedule
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1. I will have a cup of coffee in the morning and
read my PAPER newspaper like I used to, before
the Web.

2. I will eat breakfast with a knife and fork and not
with one hand typing.

3. I will get dressed before noon.

4. I will make an attempt to clean the house, wash
clothes, and plan dinner before even thinking of the
Web.

5. I will sit down and write a letter to those
unfortunate few friends and family that are Web-
deprived.

6. I will call someone on the phone who Icannot
contact via the Web.

7. I will read a book... if I still remember how.

8. I will listen to those around me about their needs
and stop telling them to turn the TV down so I can
hear the music on the Web.

9. I will not be tempted during TV commercials to
check for email.

10. I will try and get out of the house at least once a
week, if it is necessary or not.

11. I will remember that my bank is notforgiving if I
forget to balance my checkbook because I was too
busy on the Web.

12. Last, but not least, I will remember that I must go
to bed sometime... and the Web will always be there
tomorrow!

12 Step Recovery Program
for Web Addicts

via the internet

Aquamarine, together with emerald belongs to the
beryl group; it is so named (Latin) because of its
seawater color. It was also a talisman for sailors. A
dark blue is the most desired color. It is brittle and
sensitive to pressure. Mohs’ hardness is 7½ -8.
Typical inclusions are fine hollow rods, which
sometimes reflect white light. The most common cut
is the emerald type.

Most aquamarine comes from the pegmatites of
Brazil, where crystals weighting several kilos have
been found.  Other deposits are in the Soviet Union,
Urals, Siberia, Madagascar, United States and
recently, Afghanistan.

Synthetic aquamarine can be produced but is
uneconomical.  The “synthetic aquamarine” sold in
the trade is really aquamarine-colored synthetic spinel

Some people believe that wearing aquamarine
(rounded stone) is for those who are experiencing a
lot of grief and can help one understand difficult
situations from a love-filled viewpoint.
 

Ref: Gems & Precious Stone, Simon & Schuster’s
Guide

Aquamarine
March Gemstone

By Ofelia Warthen

The NOC will be hosting a Chamber of
Commences breakfast on May 17th at the Community
Center at 7:00 am. This is two weeks before our
show, it will be a good chance to promote the show
and meet with community leaders. We need as many
volunteers as possible please let me know if can attend
the breakfast.

Also we still need volunteers for the show and we
need donation awards.

Show Report

By Don Warthen
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Bill and Izzie Burns donated a large slab of Petrified Wood display to the La Habra Chamber of Commerce
on behalf of the North Orange County Gem and Mineral Society.

Burn’s Donate a
Large Slab of Petrified Wood

Field Trip at Gold Rock Ranch




